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dose of chloral hydrate will reduce the excitability present with the nervous
type. In cases of the milk fever type, an injection of dextrose solution either
under the skin or into the vein is given, the dose being repeated for several
days. Black treacle dissolved in warm water is given as a drench to ensure
the loosening of the bowels. In many cases, a full dose of calcium boro-
gluconate as well as dextrose is given directly after calving. In Canada,
injections of calcium boro-gluconate accompanied by the oral administration
of molasses and heavy doses of vitamin A have proved effective. In
Holland, treatment with potassium chlorate has been used while lactate
therapy has been practised since 1942 with good results. It has been
suggested that the feeding of high-quality protein for a period prior to
calving might prevent this trouble.
(14) Johne's Disease
This disease develops slowly but often appears suddenly, as there is a
long period between infection and the appearance of symptoms, the chief
of which are severe diarrhoea which is sometimes intermittent, rapid wasting
and general unthriftiness. Young animals are most susceptible, although
the disease is generally regarded as one which affects adult cattle. There
is no known cure and affected animals should be immediately isolated
from the remainder of the herd and slaughtered once the disease has been
diagnosed. The dung of affected animals is heavily charged with the
causative organisms and, in consequence, pastures, streams and other
sources of drinking water may be dangerously infected. Drinking places
should be fenced off while the infected pastures should be ploughed and
remain as arable land for several years. Harrowing pastures will expose the
dung with its organisms to the action of bright sunlight which will assist
in disinfecting the land. The liming of pastures is also helpful. The disease
appears to be localised, in certain districts where it may be very common.
A certain measure of early diagnosis of the presence of the disease is possible,
injections of Johnin being given for this purpose. Any reactors should be
removed from the herd and subsequently disposed of.
(15) Trichomonas Disease
Trichomonas disease, which is responsible for abortion and sterility,
was first discovered in this country in 1936, and is far more widespread than
was once suspected. Cows are infected from the bull used for service which is
suffering from a form of venereal disease caused by a minute blood parasite
known as trichomonas, the affected animals aborting in the first four months
of pregnancy. The bull becomes infected during the service of an affected
cow and subsequently spreads the disease to other animals in the herd.
The action of the parasite causes inflammation of the cow's genital tract
and the bull's sheath.
Diagnosis is difficult, as confusion between this disease and contagious
abortion may arise. The presence of this infection should be suspected
when several animals fail to hold repeated services, where there are abnormal
discharges for several weeks after the cows have been served or when cows
or heifers come into season within two to four months of service. A blood
test may be used for differentiating the two diseases. Lately, a skin test
has been elaborated for detecting affected animals but this examination
possesses only a limited value, as the best material required must be obtained
from an infected herd. It does, however, indicate whether or not a bull